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1.GUIDANCE ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND RESPONSIBLE ONLINE CONDUCT FOR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS

In October 2025, the Medical and Dental Council of Nigeria (MDCN) released its “Guidance on Social
Media and Responsible Online Conduct” for registered medical and dental practitioners. The
guidance clarifies the standards expected in digital spaces, reinforcing the Code of Medical Ethics

and Nigeria's Data Protection Act. It emphasises professionalism, accuracy, patient confidentiality,
avoidance of misleading claims, and accountability in online communications.

The directive requires healthcare providers to ensure online content is evidence-based, obtain
explicit consent before sharing patient information, appoint oversight for compliance, and integrate
digital conduct policies into institutional standards.

2. STRENGTHENING HEALTHCARE FINANCING FRAMEWORK

In a bid to enhance sustainable healthcare financing, the Senate has passed for second reading a bill to
amend the National Health Act 2014, proposing an increase in the Basic Health Care Provision Fund
(BHCPF) from 1% to 2% of the Consolidated Revenue Fund (CRF). The amendment aims to secure stable
domestic funding for primary healthcare and reduce reliance on external donor support.

The proposal has fiscal and operational implications for federal and state health agencies, service
providers, and insurance schemes. Once enacted, the reform will expand funding for essential
services, strengthen epidemic preparedness, and reduce out-of-pocket spending.
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3. FRAMEWORKS TO ELIMINATE NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES

The Federal Government has launched two landmark policy frameworks — the Strategic Framework and
Implementation Guidelines for the Integration of Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) and Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Interventions, and the Advocacy Strategy and Toolkit for NTDs —
anchored in the 2023-2027 NTD Master Plan and the 2021-2030 WASH Roadmap. The initiatives aim to
accelerate the elimination of neglected tropical diseases by strengthening cross-sectoral coordination
between the health and WASH sectors.

The development has implications for all stakeholders in the health sector, who must integrate NTD—
WASH interventions into budgets, enhance surveillance and data-sharing systems, and adopt the
advocacy toolkit to strengthen political commitment and resource mobilisation. Institutions should now
align existing NTD and WASH programmes with the new national framework to ensure compliance and
effective reporting.

4. NAFDAC LAUNCHES STRATEGY AND ROADMAP FOR TRANS-FATTY ACID REGULATION

The National Agency for Food, Drug Administration, and Control (NAFDAC) launched the Strategy
and Roadmap for Trans-Fatty Acid (TFA) Regulation to eliminate industrially produced trans fats
from the food supply. The framework builds on existing limits of no more than 2 grams of trans fat

per 100 grams of total fat or oil, earning Nigeria WHO recognition for best-practice TFA elimination.
The roadmap outlines measures for industry reformulation, laboratory capacity, compliance
monitoring, and public education.

The development has regulatory implications for food manufacturers, importers, and compliance
officers who must align production and labelling practices with NAFDAC standards.

5. NIGERIA INTEGRATES NIN INTO HEALTH INSURANCE SYSTEM

The National Health Insurance Authority (NHIA) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
the National Identity Management Commission (NIMC) to integrate the National Identification
Number (NIN) into the healthcare system. The integration is viewed as critical to advancing
Universal Health Coverage (UHC) by improving inclusivity, enhancing service delivery, strengthening
data integrity, and reducing fraud in claims processing.

The integration will require health providers, insurers, and digital health platforms to align their
identity verification systems with NIMC infrastructure, update patient records, ensure seamless
interoperability, and comply with relevant data protection and regulatory standards.
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6. FG LAUNCHES AUTOMATED STANDING ORDERS APP FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS

The Federal Government, through the Community Health Practitioners Registration Board of
Nigeria (CHPRBN) in collaboration with the Health Information Systems Agency (HISA), has
launched the Automated National Standing Orders (NSO) App to digitise clinical guidelines for
community health practitioners. The platform transforms existing paper-based protocols into an
interactive digital format to enhance diagnosis, treatment accuracy, and accountability in primary
health care.

The development has implications for all stakeholders in the health sector, who must adopt the

app, align patient-record systems, ensure data-protection compliance, and complete the required
digital training to ensure seamless implementation and sustained service efficiency.
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This content is intended only to provide general information on the subject matter. It should
not be construed as legal advice. You should seek specialist legal advice about your specific

circumstances.

For legal and regulatory support, please reach out to Prof. Cheluchi Onyemelukwe at
cheluchi@healthlaw.com.ng.
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